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Why Consider 11 ft. Travel Lanes?

• Fall of 2013 - Concept by District 3
• 11 ft. lanes to address speed
• 7 ft. buffered bike lane to enhance safety

• Introduced as a Pilot Project on SR 390 
(new construction - 2 lane to 6 lane)

• CO concurrently began to study as a state-
wide initiative.
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Why Adopt 11 ft. Travel Lanes?
• Florida has always used 12 ft. lane 

as the standard…….

• Florida one of the last states still 
using 12 ft. lanes for design speeds 
of 45 mph or less

• Supported by AASHTO Guidance

• Highway Safety Manual and 
supporting research projects 
indicate no significant correlation 
between lane width and safety 
performance
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Why Adopt Buffered Bike Lanes
• Number of research projects support 

that wider bike lanes increase safety

• Florida leads the country in bicycle 
fatalities

• Zero cost opportunity to provide 
enhanced bike lanes
• Capture pavement from restriping in 

RRR projects

• Same total pavement width for new 
construction
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Other Considerations
• Why not 11 ft. lanes on 

suburban facilities?
• Highway Safety Manual 

indicates a slight increase in 
expected crashes for design 
speed 50 MPH or greater.

• Why not 10 ft. lanes on low 
speed urban facilities?
• Recommended minimum 

width of 11 ft. for transit and 
trucks
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PPM 2015

8

• Modifies criteria for Urban Arterial Lane 
Width to 11’ travel lanes for roadways with:

• Divided typical section (includes flush median)

• In or within one mile of urban area

• Design speed 45 mph or less

• C&G as well as flush shoulder

• Establishes 7’ buffered bike lane as standard 
for marked bike lanes
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Distance between truck and cyclist is 3’ from the side of 
the truck to the handlebar of the bike. 
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“On high speed urban and suburban arterial highways with design speeds 
of 50 mph or more and curb and gutter on the outside, a 6.5-foot bicycle 
lane adjacent to the curb and gutter is required. See Volume 1, Section 
2.16 for further information.”

PPM 8.4.1
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Distance between truck and cyclist is 3’ from the side of 
the truck to the handlebar of the bike. 
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U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

May 11, 2011

In Reply Refer To: HOTO-1

Mr. Dirk L. Gowin
Executive Administrator
Louisville Metro Government
Department of Public Works and Assets
444 S. 5th Street, Suite 400
Louisville, KY 40202

Dear Mr. Gowin:

Thank you for your letter of May 2 requesting an official interpretation regarding whether the Bikes May Use Full Lane (R4-11) sign can be used on 
roadways that have speed limits above 35 mph.

It is the FHWA's official interpretation that the Bikes May Use Full Lane (R4-11) sign can be used on 
roadways that have speed limits above 35 mph. Section 9B.06 of the 2009 MUTCD contains no 
requirements or recommendations that would prohibit the use of the R4-11 sign on higher speed 
roadways.

For recordkeeping purposes, we have assigned the following official interpretation number and title: "9(09)-19 (I) – Use of R4-11 Sign on Roads with 
Speed Limits above 35 mph." Please refer to this number in any future correspondence regarding this topic.

Thank you for your interest in improving the clarity of the provisions contained in the MUTCD.

Sincerely yours,

Original signed by:

Hari Kalla for

Mark R. Kehrli
Director, Office of Transportation Operations
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